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Consolidation and Documentation of Traditional Saudi Arabian
Apparel from the Northern Region

Abstract

Consolidation of traditional Saudi Arabian ( Najdi ) apparel dated to
1908 Known as ( Derraa or Maktaa ) of a dark red color . The
apparel was in a very bad state and has many holes, crakes, cuts,
stains and was previously consolidated with a primitive way. Also,
it was found that the sleeves were taken from old apparel and were
completely covered with very beautiful neat embroidery of different
styles and stitches using silky bright threads. The other parts of the
apparel were joined together by thick threads in a bad and primitive
sewing way. Also, the two sides were not identical and the ends of
the apparel were not equivalent. Analyzing of the types of the
fabric and the threads used in sewing and embroidery were
performed. Dry and wet cleaning tests were also applied on some
internal parts and was concluded that the wet cleaning is not
suitable for the examined apparel. Ether was used for the sleeves
cleaning, while white benzene was used for the rest of the apparel.
Many strengthen methods were followed for the apparel: by needle
work, adhesives, sticking of some external parts, while from inside,
the apparel was fixed on cotton lining dyed with madder of nearly
the same color of the apparel. The neck part and sleeves were left
free. The apparel was showed on a manikin made of foam with the
same size of the apparel and was accompanied by an information's
card recorded on it the name of the apparel, the region and date of
production, types and colors THE color component of the fabrics
used and also of threads of sewing and embroidery and the names
of the snitches. Also, it showed complete details of the apparel style
and the date of last consolidation and a complete photo.
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